
DON’T MISS THIS ICONIC ATTRACTION IN ITS NEW HOME
by Sandra Chambers

Named by AOL Travel News as “one of the top buildings you have to see before you 
die,” the new $36 million Dali Museum opened January 2011 with double the space 
of its former facility. The new 66,400-square-foot landmark building is located at 
One Dali Blvd., just eight blocks north of the original museum in St. Petersberg.

The museum’s exterior is itself a work of art, 
featuring more than 900 triangular-shaped 
glass panels. Nicknamed the “Glass Enigma,” 
this geodesic glass building is the only 
structure of its kind in North America and 
is a 21st century expression of Buckminster 
Fuller’s geodesic dome as utilized in Dali’s 
Teatro Museo in Figueres, Spain.

“The architecture is in perfect harmony 
with the art,” explains Dali Museum’s 
Director, Dr. Hank Hine. “It is classical, 
yet has fantastic vistas and is filled with 
daring—much like the work of Dali.”

The 20,000 square feet of gallery space 
allows for more of Dali’s work to be on 
display than ever before. The collection, 
compiled by A. Reynolds Morse and Eleanor 
Morse over a 45-year period includes 96 oil 
paintings that span from 1917 through 1970 
and provide an excellent overview of Dali’s 
major themes and symbols. In addition 
to the 96 oils, the collection includes 100 
watercolors and drawings, 1300 graphics, 
photographs, sculptures and objects d’art 
and an extensive archival library. A few 
of the collection highlights include Self 
Portrait (1921), Cadaques (1923), Portrait of 
My Sister (1923), and Girl with Curls (1926).

The main architectural feature of the 
museum’s interior is the Helical Staircase—a 
spiral, resembling a strand of DNA—that 
ascends to the third floor galleries. The new 
museum also includes a 100-seat theater, 
an elaborate store in the flamboyant spirit 
of Dali, a garden patio, grotto and a hedge 
labyrinth in the extensive east garden 
where visitors can enjoy a meditative walk.

A new restaurant, Café Gala, embraces 
the heritage of Salvador Dali by creating 
an educational and culinary experience. 
Visitors to the café are invited to enjoy 
Spanish Tapas, wine, appetizers, soups, 
salads, sandwiches, and traditional 
pastries such as Crema Catalana, Tiramisu 
and Mantecados.

For more information call 727.823.3767.
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