
FAMILY FUN IN THE MINI-GOLF CAPITAL OF THE WORLD
by Sandra Chambers

Myrtle Beach, S.C., is well known as a premiere golfing destination, but it has also earned 
the moniker of the Mini-Golf Capital of the World. Along the Grand Strand, more than 50 
courses compete for the title of number one. Don’t dare refer to mini-golf as “putt putt 
golf” in this town, which is home to the United States ProMiniGolf Association (PGMA) 
and the annual Masters National Mini-Golf Championship.

Mini-golf is both a serious sport and a fun pastime in the 
Carolinas. In fact, the very first miniature golf course was 
built in 1916 on the private estate of James Barber in Pinehurst, 
N.C. Flash forward almost 100 years to the extravagant multi-
million-dollar, multi-themed courses in Myrtle Beach, and 
hours upon hours of entertainment await visitors of all ages.

HAWAIIAN RUMBLE 
Rated number one by Golf Magazine, Hawaiian Rumble claims 
to be the most famous mini-golf course in the world. The 
course is home to two national tournaments, one of which is 
the Masters National. Designed after the layout of the Hawaiian 
Islands, the course is built around a 40-foot volcano that erupts 
every 20 minutes. For more information call 843.272.7812.

MUTINY BAY
Pirates are a huge part of the history of the Carolinas, so it 
stands to reason that several of the mini-golf courses are built 
around this theme. Offering two 18-hole courses, Mutiny Bay 
is set in a 17th-century town where golfers learn about famous 
pirates at every hole. For more information call 843.249.7844. 

MAYDAY MOUNTAIN
This adventure-themed course transports players to a deserted 
tropical island where a Big Yellow Airplane (a Lockheed PV-2 
Harpoon) has crash-landed. Hurry to course #2 where a real 
rescue helicopter awaits to aid stranded visitors. For more 
information call 843.280.3535.

MT. ATLANTICUS MINOTAUR 
Located in the heart of Myrtle Beach, this 75-foot-high course, 
based on the lost city of Atlantis, winds through three stories 
of what used to be a department store. At the top, tiki huts offer 
amazing views of the Atlantic Ocean. The course has its own 
parking garage, gift shop, and refreshment stands along the 
way. For more information call 843.444.1008.

MOLTEN MOUNTAIN 
Myrtle Beach’s only year-round, air-conditioned indoor 
course leads visitors up into the center of a 50-foot erupting 
volcano. For more information call 843.280.5095. 
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